NOT        ACCORDING         TO         RULES

through the new defensive positions to escape the
vigorous pursuit of the enemy. According to their
statements the German armoured vehicles and tanks
were advancing so rapidly that an attack might be
expected at any moment. This was serious, for the
supporting Division had been badly delayed by hordes
of refugees. Particularly the infantry. There were
sectors in the line where it seemed very probable that
the Germans would arrive before them.

The sector in front of the Battery the young
subaltern had just quitted, was one of these danger-
spots. Nothing had been seen or heard of the infantry
detailed to support them. Frantic telephoning by the
Battery Commander merely served to confirm his
fears that the infantry were lost. They were supposed
to be on their way to the sector, but Division could
not say where they were at this particular moment.
Doubtless they would arrive in due course. " So would
the enemy/' the Major reflected grimly. The last few
stragglers passing through the Battery positions half
an hour ago had sworn that the German advanced
units could not be more than two miles off. The Major,
taking into consideration their agitation, trebled the
estimate. But that brought him small comfort. In
an hour or two night would fall. A nice prospect!
They stood a good chance of losing all their guns.
Well, R.H.Q. had just telephoned they were to stick
there. . . .

Similar uneasy thoughts engaged the mind of the
young subaltern as he began to mount to the top of
the rise. He was reconnoitring a forward Observation
Post from which to direct his battery fire. The warm,
dose evening possessed a brooding mystery not much
to his liking just then. Far away on the left he could
hear some desultory shell-fire, very distant and very
occasional. But in front of him the silence remained